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The Electoral Connection: Congressmen Behaviors
Serving special interests is one of the driving forces for Congressmen who seek reelection term after another. One thing to understand here is that Congressmen have lots of power in making policies and handling matters that concern the welfare of the country. Having assessed my Congressman (Adam Schiff), I learnt that he was first elected to the House in 2000. During his campaigns he promised to ensure economic growth, national security, equal and affordable education, security for all Americans and so forth. 
Focusing on the theme of gun violence in his recent campaigns, he has a task of choosing who to really represent, lobbyists or the people. Reading through some news, it is clear Adam Schiff has never positioned himself in protecting lobbyists who have a say in gun control and in this case gun manufacturers. In 2005, he introduced a Bill to hold gun industry accountable for negligence especially when a crime is committed with a gun that was sold without running a background check of the buyer. Since his election to the House, Adam Schiff has always been on the frontline campaigning against gun violence and supporting everything that has something to do with gun control measures. This shows that he is a man of his words as he is committed to protect the rights of the people when it comes to their safety. 
This could be one reason that gets Adam Schiff reelected to serve in office as a Congressman. Reelection boils down to the percentage of numbers one has in the primaries. In essence, the article assumes that people like Adam Schiff get reelected because they have powers to influence their reelection regardless of the parties they associate with at marginal district levels. Mayhew argues that their influences are partly dependent on what the reigning president is doing and more specifically if he promises some form of economic prosperity, safety for the people or national security, and so forth (pg. 28). By promising to protect people from gun violence, Adam Schiff seems to work on his reelection by aligning his theme with that of the reigning President. His efforts were even obvious during President Obama’s administration. When thinking about the alignment of one’s campaign themes with what the president wants to do for the people he serves, it is also important to think along the lines of endorsement. 
Adam Schiff always try to win endorsement from the Democratic party, which means that he has to do everything he can to ensure he participates in selling his party’s manifesto that would help him garner even more votes. In this case, what he does in the office becomes an important element when it comes to winning the hearts of the voters. With regard to this, Mayhew argues that politicians have a tendency of engaging in any act in order to raise their chances of getting reelected even if it means supporting an agenda from an opposing party. In other words, what matters the most is the end result as long as it does not affect numbers in the primary level. Mayhew conceptualizes this in a “maximizing model” that explains how congressmen act to ensure they get reelected (pg.47). This model explains well how Adam Schiff had been acting towards international relations between the United States and countries like Russia that have received lots of changes during President Trump administration.
Just recently, Adam Schiff was accused by President Trump of leaking some sensitive information that would jeopardize national security. While it is true he is involved in a probe where investigations are still continuing to find out whether it is true Russia interfered with 2016 Presidential elections, his commitment to finding the truth portrays his true loyalty to the people he serve. This means that if he continues doing the best for the people, his chances of getting reelected increases. 
Mayhew argues that while a politician may decide to make the best fit decision i.e. one that serves the interests of the public, there is no guarantee that he will be reelected. This is even so because congressmen has to follow conservative strategies that would gain them votes in both primary and general elections (pg.47). Being a member of the Democratic Party, Schiff ensures that he takes a position that serves the interests of the people he represents and follows the conservative strategies set forth by the Party. Therefore, it would be illogical to think that his promises are unscrupulous. 
Mayhew assumes that the need to be reelected is what inspires many politicians who seek to continue doing things they do for the sake of a relevant political actor. He further defines “relevant political actor” as anyone who has a resource that might be used in the election in question. While he explains that votes casted in the ballot box are the only usable resources, money, the ability to make persuasive endorsements, organizational skills, and so on are also critical in reelection.  
Mayhew is right. Politicians seek reelection by making promises to serve the interests of the “relevant political actors” who get them what they really need to getting in office. As Schiff’s case demonstrates, votes do not really matter when it comes to what incumbents do in their offices. Resources provided by “relevant political actors” are what matters the most. Mayhew supports this by arguing that “the availability of money affects strength of opposition candidacy in both primary and general elections (pg. 41).” No wonder why Schiff had been introducing Bills that intend to rewrite the already existing rules in favor of his donors, for example, antigun supporters. 
In conclusion, the ways in which Adam Schiff behaves in office is representative of how congressmen behave especially when seeking reelection. First, too many resources are required to run campaigns. The only possible way for running a successful campaign is getting some funding from an influential donor. In return, congressmen are expected to pass policies that serve interests of their donors. In addition, congressmen seek power and in order to stay in power they have to follow rules set forth by their parties and more precisely to win endorsement that would play a significant role towards their reelection. Therefore, it is plausible to argue that congressmen reelection to office is a game that one has to play well to win. It is not only a matter of seeking numbers from voters, but how well one is able to serve the interests of the people who have the most influence in their reelection campaigns. 
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